Analyzing Satire in Cartoons/Comic Strips
-As found in Toni Kershasky and Kara Greenwood’s packet on analyzing satire.
Guidelines for Studying Cartoons
1. Framework: 
What type of panel has the cartoonist used?
How does it help the meaning of the cartoon?
2. Dimensions: 
Who is in the cartoon?
What size are the characters and figures used in the drawings?
What is happening?
Is the background simple or complicated?
3. Symbols: 
What symbols are used?
What do the symbols represent?
How do the symbols help convey the message of the cartoon?
4. Bias: 
Who looks nice, kind, helpful?
Who looks ugly, nasty, stupid?
What facial features are used to convey expressions eg: happiness, meanness, annoyance?
Has the cartoonist taken sides?
5. Message: 
What is the cartoon/comic strip saying?
What ideas does the cartoonist want you to think about?
Does the cartoon express a serious message? Is it just entertainment?
6. Words: 
Has the cartoonist used labels/speech balloons/captions to help to get his/her ideas across?
What words are in bold letters to show emotion?
eg EEK, POW.
What words are made up to convey sound?



                       
	Comic Strip/Political Cartoon/Cartoon Analysis

	Initial Observations

	How is color used in the cartoon? Any symbolism/ contrasts/light/dark? What do you believe is the purpose?
	

	Facial Expressions, Body Language, Attire

	Are there specific facial expressions? Why would they be significant?
	

	Take a look at the body language or coloring of subjects. Record any details in attire that may stand out. Why do you believe the artist included those details?
	

	Note any differences between the subjects/objects.
	

	Organization, Size, Arrangement

	How are the elements in the cartoon arranged/sized/organized?
	

	Analysis

	What do you believe are the targets in the cartoon? Why?
	

	What do you believe is being criticized in the cartoon?
	

	Use what you have gleaned from above to formulate the argument in the cartoon
	


























