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Gareth Hinds’: Beowulf
Study Guide

There are times in life when we do things that we do not want to do, and there could be many reasons for our motivations in these instances.  Discuss a couple of examples and what motivates us to do these things?   __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________


Discuss the relationship between loyalty and reputation?   
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________


Next week, after we finish reading the book, we will participate in a live discussion in which you will select ways in which you which you discuss the book.  5-18 of you will engage in a Socratic Seminar that will be recorded and broadcast as a podcast.  This podcast will not count as one of our normal “shows,” but it will count for your assessment on the book.  The amount of Socratic groups will be determined by how many wish to participate in the discussions.  When you are not speaking live in the discussion, you will be continuing the discussion Twitter, following and tagging the hashtag #ghbeowulf for the discussion.  In order to obtain points for the live tweet, you must add to the discussion on each question, and you must tweet in complete sentences with proper punctuation.    

The rest of you will be responsible for fully answering the questions on separate paper, and your responses must be in complete, thoughtful paragraphs.  If you wait until the day of our Socratic Seminar to create these paragraphs, you will not have enough time to properly respond for full credit.  

Each selection will account for 20 points in the 20% of your grade: 10 points for the quality of your contributions; 10 points for the grammatical correctness of your contributions.  If you are taking part in the seminar, the full 20 points will be on the quality of your vocal contributions.  








Here is the list of questions that we will be preparing for the Beowulf discussion:

1.) Throughout the book, pay close attention to the detail in Beowulf’s face.  These details give the read a window into how Beowulf feels about what he is doing throughout the story.  Select a few (3-4) of the panels in which you can connect how Beowulf feels about his actions or situation through his facial expressions and explain how these images work.











2.) [bookmark: _GoBack]The book contains some obvious color shifts throughout.  These shifts have meaning.  Explore the color shifts and explain what Hinds is trying to say or do through these color shifts.









3.) This book is rich with symbolism.  Select two possible symbols from the book and explain what these symbols might represent.  How are these symbols important to the story?  







4.) This book has less dialogue and narration than the other books we have read this semester.  Why do you think Hinds creates so many pages without any words?  How does this affect your reading of the tale?  








5.) The written tale of Beowulf is considered an epic poem.  From what you know about poetry, make an argument that what Gareth Hinds has created is in fact a visual poem.  What are the aspects of the graphic novel (this one specifically and graphic novels/comics in general) that can translate into a poetic form?








6.) Explore the theme of revenge in the story.  Where does it exist?  Why is it important? 








7.) We discuss “graphic weight” a bunch in class (images, panels, and parts of pages that immediate draw your eye to them).  While you read the book, take note of the most obvious uses of graphic weight to draw your eye, and when you are finished with the book, select two of these instances and explain in detail how and why Hinds uses graphic weight to enhance meaning.  
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