The Killing Joke Comic Creation Assignment
It’s time to begin putting what we’ve been learning into action!
All semester we’ve been talking about things like color schemes, graphic weight, panel layout, characterization, blank space, etc.  Now it’s your turn to get to play with these concepts as you design your very own 4-5 page comic.  We will not be drawing these masterpieces; we will be designing all elements of story and creating comic/graphic novel script pages that we will hopefully get produced by actual artists.
So what’s the topic for your original short story?  Well, I thought we’d take inspiration from The Killing Joke and the short work “An Innocent Guy” and create stories that reflect one of themes found in The Killing Joke Deluxe Edition: good vs. evil; free will vs. destiny; chaos and order; facing darkness; facing reality; quest for power.  This is not the end all list of themes from the book, but it’s a darn good start, and you should select one of these.  
After you select one of the themes listed above that speaks to you the most, you should begin to develop ideas for a short story that encompasses that theme.  Your story does not have to be based in any sort of reality, but it does, of course, need to display the theme of your choosing.  Also, while the story can (and considering The Killing Joke is our inspiration) and may be dark in nature, we need to make sure we keep it class appropriate: no nudity; no extreme violence (we will talk about this); swearing will need to be censored, etc.  Pretend your grandmother and the principal will be reading your story.  Don’t be shy about leaning on your classmates for ideas as well.  You are sitting in groups; toss around some ideas!
Creating comic script pages is probably new to you, and it’s OK.  Actually, there is no industry standard for creating comic/graphic novel pages…as long as it makes sense, and the artist can understand your vision, you should be good.  I’ve attached a few sample script pages at the end of this packet for you to use as examples.  Actually, let’s look at those now and discuss how they work and what’s expected of you…
When all is said and done, you will also be responsible for a one-page MLA formatted reflection essay that should answer the following questions (it should be stapled to the back of your pages):
-How was the project for you?
-What was your greatest obstacle?
-What do you feel that you did well?
-If you had an extra week, what would you have done?
-What have you learned about yourself through this process?
Name:_____________________
OK.  Now, here is a worksheet that will help you get started.  We will call it the “Getting Started Worksheet.”  This should be filled out before you begin your pages, and it will be due at the end of class this Friday.  All of this information may change, so don’t think that you are married to any of it.  This is just to help you get ideas down!
Title:__________________________________________________________________________
Setting:________________________________________________________________________
Basic Plot:_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Main Characters w/descriptions (what do they look like, what are their motivations, any important history, etc.) Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary:__________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What is your tone?  How will you establish that tone?  Colors?  Unique panel layout/construction?  Character development?________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
This page is for you to begin sketching out basic page/panel layouts.  You do not have to be an artist to do this; it’s just for you to get an idea of how you want a page to look.  Please feel free to grab comics from around the room to help you get ideas for panel layout.  








    













Assessment Name
	The Killing Joke Inspired Story (CUA 3)



Prompt 
	How will you properly create innovative comic script pages that convey purpose and main idea?



Purpose (This assignment assesses the following skills)
	-Students’ ability to properly and correctly write for a variety of audiences
-Students’ ability to participate in a discussion focusing on a general theme
-Students’ ability to maintain a central theme and tone
-Students’ ability develop and successfully convey complex ideas
-Students’ ability to successfully work with a group of students  



Specifications (exact requirements)
	The end product will be 4-5 comic/graphic novel script pages that successfully contain a complete short story that adheres to one of our selected themes and that can be understood by the readers of the pages, especially the artist that will be creating the pages.  The fewer questions he/she will have for you, the better the pages!  



Other Information
	Feel free to touch base with me, fellow students, and Mrs. Petranko up in The Writing Center A-320 as much as you need.  Seek help!  This is not an easy assignment, and it is out of most of your comfort zones.    



Due Date
	Initial attached worksheet: Friday, November 20th. 
Final script pages: Monday, November 30th.



Point Value
	Point breakdown for CUA 3: your 3rd CUA is worth 80 pts.  The points for this assignment will break down as follows:
-20 points: successfully completed “Getting Started Worksheet.”  Fully completed in neat, grammatically correct sentences and complete ideas. 
-20 points: cohesive idea with main idea that sticks to the theme and maintains focus throughout.
-20 points: 4-5 completed script pages that are complete and comprehensible.
-20 points: properly completed, grammatically correct, MLA reflection that responds to all of the questions listed in packet.    


Sample Comic Script Pages 
Cover Page
	The play Hamlet written by Shakespeare is a story about Hamlet, the prince of Denmark. Hamlet’s father was murdered by his uncle, Claudius, who then took over the throne.  The play takes place at the royal castle in Denmark named Elsinore, and it is where Hamlet lives.  The play is quite dark as many of the main characters die including Hamlet, so we are going for a dark gothic theme.  We are doing this because, as said before, many people die causing the play to be depressing to the audience as there is no happy ending.  Since the play is dark, each scene should be gloomy, dark, and depressing but doesn’t have to be nighttime.  The play takes place in the 1600s, so we would like to preserve the time of the play.  All looks of the main character’s clothing and features from the cast are linked below.
Hamlet: http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.menstylefashion.com%2Fmens-dinner-suits-ditch-the-traditional-tux%2F&h=0&w=0&tbnid=ltyuyO3Rrpl6XM&zoom=1&tbnh=245&tbnw=206&docid=eXKncD5SH0_-HM&tbm=isch&ei=QM1iU57XLOm4yAHAzIGQDQ&ved=0CAUQsCUoAQ This picture accurately shows the Hamlet we want but his hair will be blond.  His age would be around college age so early 20s.
Laertes: http://wonderfulfashions.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Victorian-Clothing-for-Mens.jpg  This will be exactly how Laertes will look.  Laertes looks about mid to late 20s.
Claudius: http://historyarchaeology.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/king_henry_i_from_npg.jpg This will be how Claudius looks but also has black hair. He also has a black mustache to make him look more like a villain. He will also be fat.
Elsinore (Castle): http://travelwithmiles.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/kilkenny-castle.jpg This is how the castle will look.  The duel that takes place during the 5 and 7 panel pages will take place on the lawn.


Page 1	Hamlet is changing the letter that the king is sending        that tells to kill Hamlet.  Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are the messengers to deliver the letter. He changes it to say to kill the messengers.  He does this by using the king’s signet ring to prove identification and Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are executed.
	Panel
	Description
	Dialog

	1.1
	Hamlet is writing on the letter at a desk that is delivered by Rosencrantz and Guildenstern telling them to kill the messengers and signifying it is him by using one of the king’s rings.  Hamlet is sitting at a desk using a quill to write.
	none

	1.2
	An enlarged picture of the tip of the quill dripping blood drops instead of the ink.  Behind the quill is a wash of black.  Inside of the blood dripping off the tip of the pen, an image of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are seen faintly. 
	none

	1.3
	The final panel shows Hamlet sealing the letter inside of an envelope still at the desk.
	HAMLET: That upon reading this document, the bearers of the letter should be put to sudden death, with no chance for confession.
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Page 2	In this panel, Hamlet and Polonius’ son Laertes are in a sword duel but Laertes’ sword’s tip has poison on it.  This means if Hamlet gets stabbed, it means sudden death.  They are dueling outside of the castle on the front lawn with a crowd around them including the King and Queen.
	Panel
	Description
	Dialog

	2.1
	An overview of the duel scene. It is a view right in front of the castle as said in the description of the page with a crowd including king and queen.  This shot includes the castle.  Hamlet and Laertes are in mid duel and their swords are crossed to show they are in combat.
	none

	2.2
	This panel shows a close-up of Laertes’ face that includes his eyes.  In the pupils of Laertes’ eyes, we can see an image in one eye. Hamlet stabbing Polonius who is Laertes’ father.  In Laertes’ other eye, we see Ophelia who was Laertes’ sister drowning in a small lake.  Laertes’ pupils are surrounded by fire that covers the rest of his eyes to show anger.
	none

	2.3
	This panel shows the sword make contact with Hamlets arm and can be seen making a visible gash. Hamlet also looks to be overcome with pain.  
	Hamlet cries out in pain “ACH”

	2.4
	This panel has 2 different views.  In the background is a close-up of Hamlet’s face after being stabbed with poison.  He is looking ill, sweaty, pale, sickly, and crazed.  In the foreground, it shows Hamlet holding his wound with his free hand as he struggles to take the poisoned sword from Laertes.
	none

	2.5
	This panel shows a point of view from Hamlet when he kills Laertes.  From Hamlet’s eyes we can see the sword begin to swing from Hamlet’s unwounded arm and Laertes’ face of terror before the sword collides with him.
	none
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Page 3	In this page, Hamlet kills Claudius who is his uncle who killed Hamlet’s father and married Hamlet’s mother.  Since the beginning of the play when Hamlet’s father comes back as a ghost to tell Hamlet Claudius poisoned him, Hamlet has wanted revenge.  This is the climax of the play for Hamlet.  Hamlet is at the same duel he was in the previous page with the same setting, in front of the castle with a crowd around.  This crowd includes Claudius who is on the throne to watch and a dying Laertes who Hamlet killed.  The queen is also dead due to accidentally drinking Hamlet’s goblet that was poisoned by Claudius.  From the previous page, Hamlet is wounded from a gash that was inflicted during the duel with a sword that had poison on it.  Hamlet is now feeling weak and ill.
	Panel
	Description
	Dialog

	3.1
	This is an establishing shot of Laertes lying on the ground dying and Hamlet holding Hamlet’s wound looking at him.  The queen is also seen dead in this shot.  This can be an aerial view looking down on them.
	none

	3.2
	This shot focuses more on Laertes lying on the ground becoming sick and dying due to the poison.  He looks pale, sweaty, and ill.
	Laertes: The treacherous weapon is there in your hand, sharp and dipped with poison.

	3.3
	In this panel, we see a close-up of Hamlet’s face and in his eyes we can see a reflection of a terrified Claudius.  Claudius is sitting atop a throne.  Hamlet’s face is expressionless but shock is expressed.  In the background we see Laertes continuing to say what he was saying in the second panel.
	Laertes: (off) The King is to blame.

	3.4
	This panel is a point of view from Claudius.  We see Hamlet charging him with the poisoned blade looking to stab him.  Claudius has his hands up in front of his face as defense.  From this we can see the back of Claudius’ hands.
	Hamlet: Then poison, do your work!

	3.5
	We see Hamlet at a table grabbing the goblet that has the poison pearl in it that poisoned the queen.  It is also implied that Hamlet stabbed the King as there is angry off dialog coming from the audience of the duel.
	Audience: Treason!!!

	3.6
	We now see Claudius lying down on the ground similar to Laertes.  Hamlet is standing over Claudius forcing him to drink the contents of the goblet by forcing it down Claudius’ mouth.  Claudius is shocked, scared, and frantic.  Hamlet is angry and feeling rage-full.
	Hamlet: Here, you incestuous, murderous, damned Dane!  Finish this potion!  Is it your pearl?! Follow my mother!

	3.7
	This is an establishing shot of Claudius on the ground dead with the goblet by his side and the crown on the opposite side.  Hamlet is a few feet away on his knees clutching his wounded arm as he knows it is his final moments. 
	None
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Sample 2
Page 1:

Panel 1:
Establishing picture outside small house in the woods that is semi boarded up.  3-5 shadowed figures approach the building.  They are 8-15 year-olds with guns, but we cannot see that from these shadows.  
Panel 2:
Still outside the house, we zoom in on front window and through the boards, we see a father/mother/son sitting by candlelight.  One or two shadows can still be seen approaching.
KID 1: (whisper) I hope the scouting reports are right about this one…
KID 2: (whisper) There’s no doubt, those guys have never failed us before.
Panel 3: 
Close up of shot gun shooting the door knob/lock off of the door (outside the house)
Panel 4: 
From the POV of the family, we see a young boy kicking open the door.
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